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Stingless bees rearing in BrazilStingless bees rearing in Brazil

• Melipona scutellaris
• Melipona subnitida
• Melipona rufiventris
• Melipona compressipes
• Melipona melanoventer
• Melipona quadrifasciata
• Scaptotrigona nigrohirta
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WhyWhy do do youyou rearrear stingless stingless beesbees??
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Melipona subnitida:
breeding













StinglessStingless bees trading bees trading productsproducts
honey honey and coloniesand colonies
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Breeders and Breeders and training training 
coursescourses



South Brazil

• Paraná � Prudentópolis

• Santa Catarina � Videira, 
Chapecó, Florianópolis, Criciúma



LocalLocal rearing rearing 
techniquestechniques

• Ceará � Serra de Baturité

• Pernambuco � Recife, Paulista



NORTH BRAZIL
• Amazonas � Boa Vista dos Ramos

• Pará � Belterra

CENTERCENTER--WESTWEST

• Goiás � Faz. Jatiara



NORTH BRAZILNORTH BRAZIL



HOW MANY COLONIES DO HOW MANY COLONIES DO 
YOU HAVE?YOU HAVE?
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Are stingless bees beekeepers Are stingless bees beekeepers 
organized anyway?organized anyway?

• Most of them belong to beekeepers 
associations;

• Generally some subscribe the electronic 
discussion list

• There are some  associations exclusively for 
them

• There are relevant initiatives among them



•The webmaster is a PhD student, that often make 
good job putting a order in the chaos that 
sometimes is established. 

•It is possible to identify the stingless beekeepers 
profiles, their needs concerning knowledge to be 
acquired and level of expertise. 

Electronic discussion listElectronic discussion list



Electronic discussion list

Main needs are:

1. A bee identification service available on line or by request;
2. How to begin a meliponary; 
3. How to get the technical information about the bee biology, 
in Portuguese 
4. What are the regional rearing techniques, types of hives, etc. 
5. The problem of rearing species that are not native in the 
area: is it ecologically correct?
6. The problem of genetic variability of the meliponaries; 



Electronic discussion listElectronic discussion list
Main needs:

7. The establishment of official rules and a law 
protecting the activity , and allowing them to get nests 
from the wild;
8. Books or some other educational support on 
stingless bees for using in the beekeeping associations, 
improving the local interest on bees;
9. Bee plant lists;
10. Which are the profits with the activity? 
11. Honey: to improve its use and conservation.



CHALLENGES CHALLENGES 

•The  biodiversity concept and rationale for 
stingless bees or honeybees breeding ; an 
evaluation method. 
•How to deal with genetic variability in loca1 
breeding sites?  
•How to join a scientific expertise to answer the 
questions that appear in the lists? distance 
learning system? 
•The lack of scientific knowledge linked to nest 
sites, bee plants and rearing techniques



OPPORTUNITIES: Stingless OPPORTUNITIES: Stingless 
bees as crop pollinators? bees as crop pollinators? 

• Biotechnological aspects for rearing in 
large scale 
• A1ready used in Australia & 
experimental1y in Brazil and other 
countries: Strawberries,  Macadamia, etc. 
• Native fruits from Atlantic Rainforest 



Need: stingless bees for natural 
environments maintenance 

•Canopy visitors 
•Native 
•Social bees 
•Highly diversified and presenting floral 
preferences



Need: to evaluate the role of Need: to evaluate the role of 
stingless bees for  natural stingless bees for  natural 

environments maintenanceenvironments maintenance

• Identification of ecological problems for  Identification of ecological problems for  
survivorship survivorship 

•• IPI  and IPI  and meliponiculturemeliponiculture: how to improve : how to improve 
exper tise exper tise 
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